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CITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

The City of Hopewell Hosts Opportunity Zone Workshop  
The City of Hopewellõs Economic Development and Planning 

Departments hosted an Opportunity Zone Workshop on Thursday, 

March 28 th  at the Beacon Theatre. This workshop was well attended by 

local business owners, property owners, developers, bankers, real 

estate agents, Government employees and other stakeholders. 

Representatives from the Virginia Department of Housing and 

Community D evelopment presented on Opportunity & Enterprise 

Zones and their various incentives. The City of Hopewell received two 

Opportunity Zone census tracts that include Downtown, the Route 36 

Corridor, a portion of the Cityõs waterfront, and a portion of the 15th 

Avenue corridor.  For more information on Hopewellõs Opportunity 

Zones, please contact Hopewellõs Economic Development office at (804) 

541 -6008.  
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Each week, the City 

Manager prepares an 

update for City 

Council  and citizens 

that addresses the 

status of major City 

projects, news, special 

events, and other 

matters of interest as 

well  as City -wide  

accomplishments in 

the performance of 

our services to our 

citizens of Hopewell.   
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On Saturday March 9, 2019 Keep Hopewell Beautiful (KHB), Hopewell city staff, and 

members of the Hopewell community came together to clean up the waterfront where the 

new boardwalk will soon be opening.  ά²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

boardwalk in Hopewell, we want the shoreline along the Appomattox River to be clean of 

ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀǎƘΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊΣ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ YI.Φ  Volunteers filled several bags, found a 

couple of tires, and a sliding board.  This is one of many projects that Keep Hopewell 

Beautiful has completed.  If you are interested in serving on this committee, we do have 

vacancies.  Wǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ .ŀƴƪ wŜǎǳƳŞ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǇŜǿŜƭƭ /ƛǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ 

Office along with a short resume. 

 

mé. 
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Contractor - JW Enochs, Incorporated   Substantial Completion Date: March 29, 2019 
Contract Value:  $4,841,207                                               Move -In Day set for April 21, 2019  

         
Current Activities:  Workers completed all painting, 98% of the plumbing, continued installing millwork 
and flooring material and started installing bathroom partitions office signs.  The testing and balancing of 
the HVAC system is nearly complete. 
 
Anticipated Activities for Next Week:  Paving should occur Thursday 3-28-19 and Friday 3-29-19.  They will 
have completed all interior work and inspections will start.  The exterior landscaping, lighting and parking 
striping will be complete in the next two weeks.   

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 
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Welcome to the City of Hopewell! 
  

 

 

Pictured left to right:  Arlene Seelie-BullcokτSocial Services; Amethyst RichardsonτAnimal 

Control; Andrew Worrell, Josh Wood, William St. Charles,  Tiffany Sherard, Matthew Dobbs, 

Kourtney DaughteryτPolice. 

 

Welcome to the City of Hopewell! 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
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OFFICE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC 

AFFAIRS 

                                      2019 General Assembly Update 

 

Governor Northam Signs Major Foster Care Legislation and Announces Launch of 

Virginia Fosters Campaign 

 

RICHMONDτDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ wŀƭǇƘ bƻǊǘƘŀƳ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ 

system. Joined by a bipartisan group of legislators, government officials, and leaders from the business and 

faith communities, Governor Northam also helped kick off Virginia Fosters, a statewide campaign that 

ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ 

welfare system.   

ά9ǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭth deserves to grow up healthy, safe, and in a loving family that supports 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΣέ said Governor NorthamΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ 

tremendous strides in improving our foster care system with this legislation, but we also know that the 

challenges we have did not come about overnight and cannot be solved in one General Assembly Session or 

ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴ 

opportunity to grow and tƘǊƛǾŜΦέ  

¶ Senate Bill 1339, sponsored by Senator Bryce Reeves, makes clear state and local authority for foster care 
services, placement, and removal decisions, improves the case review and oversight process, and creates 
a new state position to oversee foster care health and safety. 
 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1339
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=PJ4K6iPW&id=C8C22B2E7A59935E77D5D66A426C3434DB8BADA2&thid=OIP.PJ4K6iPWpL63STCeoq4_4QHaEK&mediaurl=https://interactive.wttw.com/sites/default/files/styles/tenbuildings_hero/public/tenbuildings/TB100ss.jpg&exph=900&expw=1600&q=va+state+capitol&simid=608015841337147890&selectedIndex=5
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¶ Senate Bill 1679, sponsored by Senator Monty Mason, and House Bill 2014, sponsored by Delegate Chris 
Peace, aligns the Code of Virginia with the Family First Prevention Services Act of 2018, which provides 
prevention services for kids at risk of entering foster care services and their families. 

 
 

¶ Senate Bill 1720, sponsored by Senator Monty Mason, and House Bill 2758, sponsored by Delegate 
Jennifer Carroll Foy, requires local departments of social services to take all reasonable steps in a foster 
care placement to determine whether a child has any relatives who may be eligible to become a kinship 
foster parent, provide notice to those relatives, and explain to them the opportunities they may have to 
participate in placement and care of the child. 

  

¶ Senate Bill 1139, sponsored by Senator Barbara Favola, and House Bill 1728, sponsored by Delegate David 
Reid, encourages post-adoption contact and communication with birth parents. 

  

¶ House Bill 2108, sponsored by Delegate Richard Bell, establishes a dispute resolution process through 
which a foster parent may contest an alleged violation of regulations. 

  
¶ Senate Bill 1253, sponsored by Senator Bryce Reeves, and House Bill 1730, sponsored by Delegate Emily 

Brewer, requires local departments of social services to request the placement of a security freeze on the 
credit report or record of any child who has been in foster care for at least six months. 
 

άL ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǿ ǘƻŘŀȅΣέ said Senator Bryce ReevesΦ ά²Ŝ 

ŀǊŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƳŜΦέ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀŦŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣέ said Senator Janet HowellΦ ά¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǊe largely fixable. We are determined to fix them. The Joint Legislative Audit 

ŀƴŘ wŜǾƛŜǿ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !Ŏǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ keep kids 

ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣέ said Delegate Chris PeaceΦ άLΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 

ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏondition of our foster care system was sobering, and the Virginia legislature 

ǘŀŎƪƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǎƭŜΣέ said Senator 

Monty MasonΦ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ preventative services to keep families 

together. We have a plan to create better outcomes for children who enter the foster care system. While the 

foster care system always needs improvement, we have made incredible strides with the legislation that is 

beƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǿ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1679=
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+cab+HC10116HB2014+BREFC
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=sb1720
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB2758
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+cab+SC10122SB1139+UCSB1
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB1728
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=191&typ=bil&val=hb2108
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+SB1253
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+sum+HB1730
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ά!ǎ ŀ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ƘƻƳŜΣέ said Delegate Jennifer Carroll FoyΦ άaȅ ōƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ƪƛƴǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ 

safely care for foster children. Kinship foster care maintains important family connections, minimizes trauma, 

improves behavioral and mental health outcomes, and increases permanency for abused and neglected 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ 

ά!ǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Home in Richmond, I am 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣέ said Delegate David ReidΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмф ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǳǎ ƳƻǎǘΦέ 

ά{ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Wǳƭȅ мΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴts of social services will be required to notify the appropriate community 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ό/{.ǎύ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣέ said Senator 

Barbara FavolaΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ /{. ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ for placement on the statewide 

developmental disability waiver list in enough advance time to ensure a smooth transition from the foster 

care system. I am pleased that this requirement will ease the transition for children in foster care who need 

developmŜƴǘŀƭ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ 

ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ said Delegate Richard 

Ψ5ƛŎƪƛŜΩ .ŜƭƭΦ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ parents open their 

homes each year and provide just that. House Bill 2108 ensures that there is a mechanism for foster parents 

to add their voice to ongoing conversations about the safety and well-being of these children and creates a 

more transparent proŎŜǎǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘΦέ 

ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘΣέ said Delegate Emily BrewerΦ άIƻǳǎŜ .ƛƭƭ мтолΣ Ƴȅ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ 

provide identity theft protections for children currently in foster care and also ensure those aging out of foster 

ŎŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƭΦέ  

Virginia Fosters coordinates leaders in the government, faith, non-profit, business and creative communities 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŀǎǎ ǘƻǇǎέ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

challenges inherent in the child welfare system. Not everyone can foster or adopt, but everyone can do 

something to be the solution. 

ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ CƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǳǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾƛƴƎΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƘƻƳŜǎΣέ said 

Secretary of Health and Human Resources Daniel Carey, M.DΦ ά²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǿǊŀǇ-around support 

for foster families, supporting local social workers, or helping young adults who have recently aged out of the 

system, there are meaningful ways for us all to be involved, even if we are unable to become a foster parent 

ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 
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Virginia Fosters is based in part on a successful model run in Virginia in 2013 and in Colorado starting in 2005, 

focused mostly on recruiting adoptive families. That work was enhanced and accelerated in Oklahoma and 

Tennessee in recent years, resulting in significant increases in the number of foster families recruited in those 

states. 

  

According to the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, the number of children in foster care across 

our nation has continued to riseτfrom 396,000 in September 2012 to 443,000 in September 2016. On 

ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нΣтлл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ Thirty-eight percent of these 

children are teenagers and 60 percent are siblings. As the number of children entering care continues to rise, 

a growing demand is created for foster parents. When a relative cannot be identified, foster parents provide 

temporary placement until the child can be successfully reunified or permanency is achieved. Nationally, 

relatives care for 32 percent of children in foster care. However, in Virginia, less than 10 percent children are 

placed in relative foster homes.   

Most often, children enter care having experienced multiple, complex problems within their home 

environment. Ensuring a safe, stable, and supportive environment as these children navigate through 

temporary displacement is critical to their health and well-being and is a priority of the child welfare system.  

ά!ǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ 

relatives and foster parents in facilitating the supports children need as they struggle to overcome adverse 

sƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ said Virginia Department of Social Services Commissioner Duke Storen. ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 

children, and they deserve our best efforts. Working together, we can help better support the success of the 

child, parent, and their family as a whole.έ  

Governor Northam Vetoes Legislation Creating Ill -Defined ñSchool 

Protection Officersò 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 6, of the Constitution of Virginia, I veto House Bill 2142, 

which creates school protection officers, a new type of officer who would be  permitted to 

operate in public schools. According to this bill, school protection officers would be 

employees of a local law enforcement agency and would provide ñlimited law enforcement 

and security servicesò in public schools. The bill further provides that the Department of 

Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) would develop training standards for school protection 

officers and that such training may be provided by the employing law enforcement agency 

and would be graduated based upon the duties performed.  

Virginia law already provides for two types of officers to protect the safety of the 

Commonwealthôs students and schools: school resource officers and school security 

officers. School resource officers and school security officers have well -defined duties a nd 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/trends-in-foster-care-and-adoption
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responsibilities set forth in the Code of Virginia and are required to meet stringent training 

standards that are administered uniformly through the DCJS certification process. In stark 

contrast, the bill neither delineates what duties school protection  officers would be 

authorized to perform nor defines the ñlimitedò law enforcement services to be provided 

by school protection officers.  

In addition, the bill gives DCJS the impossible task of developing training standards for an 

officer whose duties are  undefined and could vary significantly depending on the 

employing local law enforcement agency. Further, as the bill enables the local law 

enforcement agency employing the school protection officer to conduct the officerôs 

training, such training would no t be subject to the same level of oversight as the training 

of school resource officers or school security officers.  

The inadequacy of the billôs provisions regarding school protection officer training is 

especially concerning in light of the Governorôs Student Safety Work Group 

recommendation to increase training for school resource officers. The General Assemblyôs 

endorsement of the position that more, not less, training will better serve Virginiaôs 

students and schools is reflected in its passage of Hou se Bill 2609 and Senate Bill 1130, 

both of which mandate that all school resource officers undergo increased training.   

Allowing a new type of officer with undefined duties and indeterminate training will not 

serve to make Virginiaôs students and schools safer. Therefore, there is no compelling 

reason to create school protection officers when Virginia law already provides for two types 

of trained officers to provide security in the Commonwealthôs schools.  Accordingly, I veto 

this bill. Ralph S. Northam  

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŀƳ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ {ǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

Nonpayment of Court Fines and Costs 

RICHMONDτGovernor Ralph Northam today announced an amendment to the enrolled budget that will 

eliminate the suspension of driving privileges for nonpayment of court fines and costs. This amendment would 

also reinstate driving privileges for the more than 627,000 Virginians who currently have their licenses 

suspended. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴǇŀȅƳent of court fines and costs is inequitableτ

ƛǘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŜƴŘ ƛǘΣέ said Governor Northam. ά! ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 

ability to maintain a job. Eliminating a process that envelops hundreds of thousands of Virginians in a 

ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦŀƛǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ 
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During the 2019 legislative session, Governor Northam proposed Senate Bill 1613, carried by Senator Adam 

Ebbin, and House Bill 2488, carried by Delegate Alfonso Lopez to address this issue. Governor Northam also 

included funding in his budget to address potential lost revenue from reinstatement fees to the Department 

of Motor Vehicles and the Trauma Center Fund. While these bills ultimately failed, the funding remained in 

the budget.   

ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀτobey the suspension and 

potentially lose their ability to provide for their families, or drive anyway and face further punishment, and 

even imprisonment, for drƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘΣέ said Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security 

Brian MoranΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ 

greater burden on law enforcement and our criminal justice system to enŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΦέ  

άLǘ ƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƻǾŜǊŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

them not only from paying their debts, but also from taking care of their essential basic needs, and the health 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣέ said Senator Bill StanleyΦ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŀƳ ŦƻǊ 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмф ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦέ 

ά{ǳǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƻƴ-driving offense is ineffective and has broadly negative consequences 

ŦƻǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎΣέ said Senator Adam EbbinΦ ά¦ƴǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ 

most economically-ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǎŀŦŜǊΦέ 

άaŀƴȅ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ Řŀƛƭȅ 

ǘŀǎƪǎΣέ said Delegate Alfonso LopezΦ ά¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 

economic securityτto do this to people who have already demonstrated an inability to pay court fees and 

ŦƛƴŜǎ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

άCǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴŘ 

undermining the ability to potentially pay court costs in the future is cruel; and, it may even be 

ǳƴŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭΣέ said Delegate Cliff HayesΦ ά±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƪƴƻǿǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŜ Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 

March 22, 2019: Governor Northam Vetoes Legislation that would Restrict Voting Access 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 6, of the Constitution of Virginia, I veto House Bill 2764.  

This legislation would have required a person who assists an individual with a voter 

registration application or collects completed applications to provide their name, telephone 

number, and name of the group or organization with which they are affiliated.  

Virginia law already requires the individual or group assisting applicants with voter 

registrations to provide the applicant a receipt with their name and contact information, 
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and including this individualôs information on the actual voter registration application is 

unnecessary. If this contact information is missing from the application, it could potentially 

lead to denied or delayed applications. Eligible voters should not have their constitutional 

right challenged because their application did not incl ude contact information for the 

volunteer who assisted them in their registration.  

This legislation places an additional, unnecessary, and burdensome requirement on those 

facilitating or participating in voter registration drives. The exercise of voting ri ghts is 

fundamental to the strength of our democracy, and at every opportunity, Virginia must 

strongly depart from its history of mounting obstacles to the voting booth. We must clearly 

demonstrate that the registration of eligible voters in the Commonweal th is welcomed and 

encouraged. Accordingly, I veto this bill.  Ralph S. Northam  

March 22, 2019: Governor Northam Vetoes Legislation that would Restrict Voting Access 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 6, of the Constitution of Virginia, I veto Senate Bill 1038. 

Senate Bill 1038 would require the automatic denial of voter registration applications from 

certain eligible Virginians solely due to an error in a federal database or other databases.  

This legislation would violate Article II, Section 1 of the Virgi nia Constitution by injecting 

additional requirements Virginians have to satisfy in order to be eligible to vote in the 

Commonwealth. The federal Voting Rights Act expressly prohibits denying applications for 

reasons that are not material to determining vo ter eligibility. Requiring 133 individual 

general registrars to implement a flawed application denial process will only increase the 

likelihood of disenfranchisement of eligible voters. The constitutional right to vote should 

not be undermined by human err or such as data entry mistakes or typos.  

The right to vote is fundamental to the strength of our democracy, and at every 

opportunity, Virginia must strongly depart from its history of mounting obstacles to the 

voting booth.  Additionally, the implementation  of this legislation would stretch the limited 

resources of local and state elections officials.  

Requiring general registrars to deny applications from potentially eligible Virginians would 

disenfranchise Virginians, violate Virginiaôs Constitution and federal law, and be an 

unfunded mandate on our cities and counties. Accordingly, I veto this bill. Ralph S. 

Northam  

# # #  
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On March 27, 2019 Officers Brandon Sipple, Luis Rodriguez, and Cody Early were sworn in by 
Hopewell Circuit Court Clerk Tammy Ward.  Kamran Afzal, Hopewell Police Chief facilitated 
the ceremony.  
 
These officers have completed 26 weeks of training at Crater Criminal Justice Academy, and 
after graduation on March 28,2019 will start their  field training.  Congratulations to these 
officers! 
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